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□ deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope 
addressed to the Assistant Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington. DC 20231 


] transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and Trademark Office. 
Facsimile No (703) 308-7764. 



Date: 


August 2002 


Kathn/n L. Nash 


RESPONSE 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed 4/24/02 (Paper No. 5), Applicants submit this 
paper to clarify their understanding regarding the events with regard to this Office Action. 
The Examiner issued the subject Office Action without considering the Second Preliminary 
Amendment, which Applicants' representative filed on January 22, 2002. After discussions 
with Applicants' representative, Bradley J. Diedrich, the Examiner requested that Applicants 
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submit evidence of the filing of the Second Preliminary Amendment. The Examiner also 
indicated that he would issue a new Office Action and consider the Second Preliminary 
Amendment in his review. Applicants submitted a communication to the Examiner dated 
June 27. 2002 showing evidence of the filing of the Second Preliminary Amendment as well 
as an Affidavit by Applicants' representative. A postcard stamped by the Patent Office on 
July 2. 2002 has been returned to the Applicants indicating receipt of this communication. 
Additionally, pursuant to a request by the Examiner, a copy of the communication of June 
27* was faxed to the Examiner on July 23, 2002. To date. Applicants have not received a 

revised Office Action. 

On August 22, 2002, the Examiner had a telephone conference with Kathryn L. Nash, 
Administrativr Assistant to Bradley J. Diedrich, and indicated that a review of the Patent 
Offjce .computer shows receipt of the Communication in the computer queue, but that the 
Examiner had not received the communication for his review. The Examiner indicated that 
once he receives the communication, he would promptly prepare a new Office Action for this 
application. 

Applicants believe that no extension fees are required for this response. It is beUeved 
that no additional fees are due with respect to this paper. However, if any additional fees are 
required in connection with the filing of this paper that are not identified in any 
accompanying transmittal, permission is given to charge Account No. 18-0013 in the name of 
Rader, Fishman & Grauer PLLC. 


Date: August 23, 2002 
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